Community support for the long-term mentally ill.
In attempting to meet the needs of the long term mentally ill, community support programs are often hampered by social, political and economic barriers, especially the lack of community support. This article describes the development of one community support program and the strategies used to deal with these obstacles. Through empowerment, education, community involvement and avoidance of duplication, the community has become a willing and active participant in the program, and the program has become an integral part of the community.